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Synopsis

This brief documentary history includes 38 documents that explore the issue of rights and
citizenship in Revolutionary France and the movement that helped define modern notions of civil

rights.
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Customer Reviews

The title of the book is totally accurate. What we find in it is a brief, but also objective and
straightforward, history of important issues that shaped the French Revolution and the
contemporary political institution building processes. The book distributes important speeches,
proposed bills and other documents in different sections, each of which dealing with specific
problems (slavery, equality of citizens’ rights, the status of the jews etc). It is a very useful book for
those who are not scholars in the area but are looking for some reliable source. I highly recommend
it.

This book is a critical compilation of texts necessary for understanding the context of the French
Revolution. It does, of course, contain such important documents as the "Declaration of the Rights
of Man and Citizen," but also moves beyond this to provide further examples, via solely source
material, of the conflict within the National Assembly over what exactly these rights should
be.Furthermore, where the book retains particular relevance is via its presentation of the plights of

other minorities, namely women, slaves, and the low professions, and the struggles of these



respective groups (including religious minorities) over the course of the Revolution for the
maintenance of their own respective rights, even after the fall of the monarchy.All in all, this is a
great presentation of the French Revolution for all scholars seeking source material, albeit in

English. The translation is very fair, in this respect.

The primary documents provided by Hunt place the French Revolution in a whole new perspective.
Used this book for a Modern Europe class in college. Very well put together. Probably not a book
you’d read from cover to cover though.
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